Section of Surgery: Sub-Section of Proctology 1021 wall, higher up, the mucous membrane was everywhere freely mobile over them. Further investigation of these tumours was thought unjustifiable owing to the patient's general condition. 8 mc. of radon in four seeds were inserted into the base of the polyp and also into the submucous tumours.
Present condition.-There is nothing abnormal felt in the rectum. Sigmoidoscopy also' revealed nothing to 12 cm. The patient has been free from bowel symptoms since the operation.
Description of specimen.-The specimen consisted of a round tumour one inch and a half in diameter, its cut surface being smooth and greyish white in colour. Its surface was slightly ulcerated.
Report on microscopical examination.-The tumour is composed of closely packed large polygonal cells which are infiltrating the muscle coat of the rectum. Many of the columns of cells are arranged around primitive capillaries, containing red blood-cells, and the general arrangement and histology of the tumour is that of an endothelioma arising from vascular endothelium.
Commentary.-The only references to endotheliomata which I could find in the standard works were in Ewing's "Neoplastic Diseases," and Yeoman's "Diseases of the Rectum." Ewing says, "The existence of true endotheliomata of the gastrointestinal tract remains unproved, if not improbable." The existence of a case of endothelioma of the cervix uteri was denied, and Hansemann's theory that the so-called scirrhus carcinoma of the stomach was an endothelioma developed from the submucous lymph spaces was thought extremely unlikely. Brief reference was made to endotheliomata in Yeoman's work. He says that they were rare tumours similar to gliomata which had been reported in the sacro-coccygeal region. There is no mention, however, of endotheliomata arising in the rectum.
Lockhart Mummery and Gabriel reported a case of sarcoma of the rectum which, on further investigation, was described by Professor Shattock as a benign endothelioma.
The specimen is at present in the Museum of the Royal College of Surgeons. The rectum was removed by perineal excision, and presented a hard, nodular, submucous growth, involving the anterior wall of the rectum two inches from the anus. The tumour was a white, fasciculated submucous growth with mucous membrane apparently intact over it, and there was no sign of invasion of the muscular wall.
Specimen of Recurrent Procidentia with Diverticulosis. ERNEST MILES, F.R.C.S.
The specimen was removed from a woman, aged 67, who had suffered from prolapse of the whole rectum for five or six years.
There was no sign of inflammation in the diverticula, and the specimen was of interest since inflammation was thought by some authors to be the cause of diverticulosis. The patient, a woman aged 30, gave a history of spurious diarrhoea, with passage of mucus and occasional blood for several months.
Specimen of Secondary
Sigmoidoscopy.-Growth seen at 15 cm.; portion removed for microscopical examination.
Report (Dr. Cuthbert Dukes).-" Histological appearances are those of an endothelioma, arising from vascular capillaries."
